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1. To identify genes involved in growth and development
of Leptocybe invasa

2. To test the potential of dSRNA molecules of the
identified genes for inhibiting growth of L. invasa.
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During the last decade L. invasa has emerged as the most serious pest of Eucalyptus. As the

insect feeds within the gall tissues for four months of its life cycle, RNAI based incorporation of

resistance in eucalyptus becomes a promising strategy for control of this insect. An important

prerequisite for RNAI based gene silencing approaches is the sequencing of L. invasa genes that

could be targeted for silencing. Through generation and analysis of the transcriptome sequences

of L. invasa the project enabled identification of genes involved in growth and development of

L. invasa so that they could be targeted for RNAi approaches.



